
APA STYLE CHEAT SHEET
How to cite a journal article using APA style

To cite a journal article using APA style, you need to cover the
following details of the source in the following sequence:

Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical,
volume number(issue number), pages. http://doi.org/xx.xxx/yyyyy

1st Author’s
last name

followed by
author initials

2nd Author’s
last name

followed by
author initials

3rd Author’s
last name

followed by
author initials

Publication year
enclosed within

parentheses
(round brackets)

Article’s title in
sentence-case, i.e.,

capitalize only  
the first word &  

proper nouns 

The title of the journal
or periodical in title case

and italicized
Journal or

periodical's
volume number

(italicized)

Journal or
periodical's

issue number

Page numbers
covered by

the article in
the journal or

periodical

Include DOI if
the article you
are citing has

been assigned
one

SOME POINTS TO REMEMBER! 

Invert the authors’ names, i.e., an author’s last name should appear first followed by

his/her initials, each of which must be followed by a period (.) 

If the source has only 2 authors, separate them using an ampersand (&) instead of

“and”

The title of the article must be followed by a period

The title of the journal or periodical must be italicized and followed by a comma (,)

The issue number must be followed by a comma and there should be no space

between it and the volume number

Page numbers must be followed by a period 
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